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SENATE PASSES KEY LEGISLATION SECURING 

OVER $17 MILLION FOR UTAH PROJECTS 
     

President Expected to Sign 
 
 
WASHINGTON, D.C.– At the request of Senator Bob Bennett (R-Utah), Utah received 
a $17.8 million boost yesterday for various projects as the U.S. Senate passed 87-8, 
the conference report to accompany the VA, HUD and Independent Agencies 
Appropriations Bill for Fiscal Year 2001, including $2 million in funding for temporary 
housing during the 2002 Winter Olympic Games.    
 
 “One of the great challenges in planning the 2002 Winter Olympic Games in 
Salt Lake City is finding housing for the plethora of staff, volunteers, and media who 
will be working at the games,” said Bennett, a member of the Senate Appropriations 
Committee.  “The proposal to sell temporary housing purchased for the Games at a 
considerable discount following the Games will solve Olympic housing problems while 
helping low income families fulfill their dreams of home ownership and address 
housing shortage problems on Native American reservations.” 
 
 The Utah Housing Finance Agency is the benefactor of $2 million in funds for 
the purchase of 818 units of manufactured housing which will be placed near venues 
during the games and later relocated.  Following the Games, these units will be 
refurbished as needed and then permanently sold to secondary purchasers, who 
include eight Native American tribes and 10 private developers who have committed 
to sell these homes at nearly 40 percent below the retail price.  The federal dollars will 
be used to assist in relocation and reconfiguration of these units.    
 
 The Salt Lake Organizing Committee or its designees will receive $2.5 million in 
funds for environmental programs and operations of the 2002 Olympic and Paralympic 
Games.  Eligible programs include: environmental compliance activities, waste 
management and recycling programs, public information and outreach programs, and 
programs highlighting uses of environmentally-friendly technologies. 
 
 The conference report also approves $1 million in funding for the construction 
of a multi-cultural community center as part of a redevelopment effort of 20 acres in 
West Valley City.  This community facility will serve as the anchor and catalyst for 
private commercial development, small business activities, community outreach 
providers and a setting for seniors to interact and share their cultural traditions.  The 



community center will also be used to facilitate structured programs and sports 
activities in the West Valley City area.  Bennett said the overall objective of the Multi-
Ethnic Community Center is to provide a facility to support local programs that include 
activities to enhance the personal self-worth of the city’s local population and to 
encourage community economic development. 
 
 The bill secures $930,000 to Provo City for redevelopment of the 200 acre 
Ironton steel plant area into a multi-use business park.  Plans for redevelopment of the 
Ironton steel plant area for light industrial, office, entertainment, retail and a transit 
center would also stimulate other redevelopment in this aging sector of Provo.  
 
 The Southwest Center for Environmental Research and Policy will receive $2.5 
million in funding as part of a cooperative agreement with the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency. The Center continues to develop a research agenda for the study 
of air and water quality, hazardous waste problems, environmental health issues, and 
growth management questions in the border region. 
 
 $300,000 was allocated for the Coalition for Utah’s Future to continue the 
Envision Utah project including the development of a sustainable plan for future 
growth and environmental stewardship in the Wasatch Front.  
 
 The Wetland Development Project in Logan is set to receive $600,000 through 
the Environmental Protection Agency’s Environmental, Planning and Management 
program. The wetlands project will serve a dual purpose of restoring wetlands lost to 
development, and provide a system for treatment of leachate–which filters down from 
a nearby city landfill. The city of Logan will also receive $215,000 to complete 
emergency services training facilities.  
 
 Ogden is set to receive $2 million for water and sewer improvements, and the 
Utah Water and Sewer Services Agency was awarded $1.75 million for water 
infrastructure improvements in Grand County. Sandy, Utah will receive $4 million for 
water and waste water infrastructure improvements and an additional $1 million to 
purchase land for the Little Cottonwood Watershed Project. 
 
 
 The conference report will now be sent to the White House for presidential 
signature.  
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